Happy Thanksgiving and Thank You Governor Bradford
The Mayflower landed on Cape Cod on November 9, 1620.  During those days, Common Farming was practiced in England and on the Continent.  The notion of Common Farming is that everyone works on the collective farm and shares the harvest equally.  
In these excerpts from his diary, Governor Bradford, the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, vividly describes the lot of the Pilgrims during those early years.  (For the letter "y" substitute "th.")  The times in 1621 and 1622 were extremely tough.  In the spring of 1623, he wrote:
“All ther victails were spente, and they were only to rest on Gods providence; at night not many times knowing when to have a bitt of any thing ye next day. And so, as one well observed, had need to pray that God would give them their dayly brade, ...." 
So Governor Bradford tried a different tack in 1623.  He gave every family an acre of land so that they could plant corn for their "owne perticuler."  Again in Governor Bradford's words:
 “So they begane to thinke how they might raise as much corne as they could, and obtaine a beter crope then they had done, that they might not still thus languish in miserie. At length, after much debate of things, the Govr (with ye advise of ye cheefest amongest them) gave way that they should set corne every man for his owne perticuler, and in that regard trust to themselves . . . . And so assigned to every family a parcell of land, according to the proportion of their number for that end, only for present use (but made no devission for inheritance) and ranged all boys and youth under some familie. This had very good success; for it made all hands very industrious, so as much more corne was planted then other waise would have bene by any means ye Govr or any other could use, and saved him a great deall of trouble, and gave farr better contente. The women now wente willingly into ye feild, and tooke their little-ons with them to set corne, which before would aledg weaknes, and inabilitie; whom to have compelled would have bene thought great tiranie and oppression."
In the fall of 1623, Governor Bradford wrote:
 “By this time harvest was come, and in stead of famine, now God gave them plentie, and ye face of things was changed, to ye rejoysing of ye harts of many, for which they blessed God. And ye effect of their particuler planting was well seene, for all had, one way and other, pretty well to bring ye year aboute, and some of ye abler sorte and more industrious had to spare, and sell to others, so as any generall wante or famine hath not been amongst them since to this day.” 
Nobody knows if the weather doomed the Pilgrims in 1621-22 and then provided them with ideal growing conditions in 1623, or if the difference was made by switching the emphasis from the Collective Farm to Individual Responsibility.  But as they say, the rest is history.  So when you are giving thanks this Thanksgiving Day, please say a few words of appreciation for the foresight and wisdom of Governor Bradford.
Peace be with you and your family on this bountiful Thanksgiving Day,
Harry E. Wells, III
November 20, 2010 

